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be hosted on the IMR webpages. The alpha version 
has been cĠnþgured sĠ as tĠ funcĥiĠn sĠmewhat like a 
social networking tool (incorporating the potential for 
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Purcell, Handel and Literature

On 19-21 November 2009 Senate House was the venue for a major conference commemorating the anniversary 
years of two English composers: Handel, who died in 1759, and Purcell who was (probably) born in 1659.  
 
There has been a long tradition in London of celebrating anniversarieD
[(y)he life
[(yGeorge Frideric Handel,)101( )]TJ
T*
[(beginning withy)he famous ‘Commemoration’ at Westminster Abbey in 1784, and including the 1859 Festival that 
initiated the regular cycle
[(ychoral perf)11(ormances at the Cr)-28(ystal Palace)-19(.)100( In 1985 Eur)25(opean Music )151(Y)130(ear pr)25(o)10(vided the )]TJ
T*
[(oppor)-19(tunity f)10(or the m)10(ultiple
celebration of man)20(y composers,)101( including Handel,)100( J.)100( S.)100( Bach,)100( Domenico Scarlatti,)101( )100(Alban )]TJ
T*
[(Berg,)100( )125(Thomas )126(T)125(allis and Osber)-19(t Parsle)16(y)80(.)100( F)15(or 2009 it seemed par)-19(ticularl)9(y a)10(ppr)25(opriate that the international sequence )]TJ
T*
[(of Handel conf)11(er)20(ences and f)11(estivals should conclude withya
celebration in London,)102( coinciding also withy)he Handel 
Institute’s regular cycle
[(yconf)11(er)20(ences ar)26(ound St Cecilia’)80(s Da)41(y;)100( it also seemed bothya)12(ppr)25(opriate and desirable that (as )]TJ
T*
[(in 1959) w)20(e should commemorate Pur)27(cell along withyHandel.)100( )]TJ
0 -2.4 TD
[(In or)16(der to r)21(each as man)21(y potential par)-19(ticipants as possible)-19(,)100( )he conference becameya
collaborative event under a 
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The conference was divided into seven sessions, each containing three papers that addressed subjects including but 
by no means limited to musical aesthetics, psychology of listening, compositional inÿuence, performance, and text 
setting, as well as in historical issues of nineteenth- and twentieth-century music. Papers also considered how music is 













IMR Newsletter No. 6 - May 2050




